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1. AUSTRALIAN LEFTWING POLITICIAN BILL HARTLEY IS REPORTED 
IN THE JULY 22 EDITION OF THE AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPER TO HAVE STATED 
IN MELBOURNE THAT HE HAS "SOUND' 1 INFORMATION THAT THE JOINT 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE WHICH HAS PREPARED ITS REPORT ON OMEGA 
WILL RECOMMEND GOA APPROVAL OF A STATION IN AUSTRALIA. HARTLEY S 
INFORMATION IS USED IN THIS ARTICLE TO SUPPORT A CALL FOR 
OPPOSITION BY LABOR UNIONS AND OTHERS (E.G., STOP OMEGA COMMITTEE 
OF VICTORIA) TO OPPOSE ACCEPTING THE JOINT COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION. 
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2. ACCORDING TO REPORTER WHO INTERVIEWED HARTLEY, HARTLEY BELIEVES 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


THAT THE LEFTWING OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ALP WILL BE IN THE FOREFRONT 
OF THOSE OPPOSING ACCEPTANCE OF A POSITIVE COMMITTEE REPORT. 

HARTLEY IS REPORTED TO HAVE STATED "THE COMMITTEE APPARENTLY HAS NOT 
ANSWERED THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE OMEGA BASE WOULD BE 
LINKED TO NUCLEAR CAPACITY AND THUS BE INCONSISTENT WITH OTHER 
FOREIGN POLICY STANCES OF THE LABOR GOVERNMENT." AGAIN, 

ACCORDING TO THIS ARTICLE, THE ALP FEDERAL EXECUTIVE WHICH MEETS 
ABOUT SIX TIMES A YEAR WOULD HAVE TO DETERMINE WHETHER APPROVAL 
OF OMEGA IS CONSISTENT WITH PARTY POLICY. 

3. COMMENT: ASSUMING PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL OF OMEGA, IT IS NOT 
CLEAR THAT THE FEDERAL EXECUTIVE OF THE ALP WILL LIKEWISE HAVE TO 
APPROVE THE PROPOSED STATION. DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED ONLY AT THE PRESENT TIME WITH THE SUBMISSION 
OF THE COMMITTEE S REPORT TO PARLIAMENT. AT THIS STAGE. IT 
IS NOT CLEAR TO THEM WHAT COURSE THE PRIME MINISTER WILL TAKE IN 
OBTAINING PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL OF THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

INFORMATION THAT THE JOINT COMMITTEE S REPORT ON OMEGA WILL 
RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ESTABLISHING A STATION IN AUSTRALIA IS 
CONSISTENT WITH INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM THE JOINT COMMITTEE S 
STAFF (PARA 5, REFTEL). 

HARROP 
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